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Litcham 
Annual Parish Meeting 

 
Held on Monday 9th May 2022 at 7pm at Jubilee Hall, Litcham  

 
Parish Councillors present Mike Oldfield (Chairman), Chris Mitchell 
(Vice-Chairman), Leroy Brown, Matthew Brookbank, Claire Lawrence 
and Pat Fagence.  
 
Also, present Donna Secker (Parish Clerk) 3 members of the public  
 
Cllr Oldfield opened the meeting at 7pm and welcomed everyone 
and thanked everyone for attending  
 
Agenda 

1. Apologies 
All Councillors present  

 
2. Report from the Chairman at Litcham Parish Council 

The full report can be found attached to the minutes  
  

3. Report from the Financial Officer/Parish Clerk 
The full report can be found attached to the minutes  

 
4. Report from Village Organisations, if received. All reports for 

the groups that attended or were not able to attend can be 
found attached to the minutes.  
a. Litcham Common  
b. Litcham Bellringers  
c. Litcham Methodist Church 
d. Litcham Coffee Mornings, held at Methodist Church  
e. All Saints Litcham Parochial Church 
f. Fitness class held at the Methodist Church  

Report: The classes are well attended, and Healthy Steps has a waiting list.   

http://www.litchampc.info/
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G. Community Police officers report 
 PC Anderson and PC Benton attended a coffee morning in Litcham on 
28/4/2022 and conducted a street surgery at the same time. No local issues or 
concerns were raised. Having checked back on the police systems as far as 
1/2/22 there has been very little reported in Litcham to the police, 14 calls to the 
police, and 5 were to the same premises primarily being related to domestic 
issues. Some of the other calls related to neighbourly issues/disputes and parking 
issues. There was also a call received in relation to people snooping around farm 
premises. The next SNAP meeting will be on 13/7/22 at 19.00hrs at Breckland 
council office (behind Tesco’s at Dereham) During the SNAP meeting the local 
Dereham policing priorities are voted in.  
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Chairman’s report 
 
Good evening, everybody and welcome. Thank you all for attending tonight’s annual parish 
meeting. 
 
After the last 2 difficult years, as a result of the coronavirus, it is good to have the A.P.M 
again. 
 
Following lockdown and not face-to-face meetings, the pc was enabled to carry on with 
council business via zoom, after government legislation made this possible. 
 
The PC continued to liaise with the Norfolk County Council and Breckland district council on 
roads, pavement, and hedge maintenance, although with the council officers working from 
home this has been sometimes problematic.  
 
Planning applications have been considered and observations made. In particular, the 
proposed planning for 16 dwellings between Weasenham and Wellingham roads, where for 
some reason the application was made for 2 sites of 8. A subsequent proposal is now asking 
for the removal of providing affordable housing because it’s not viable. The Parish Council 
has objected to this.  
 
The success of the high school, at both sites, still brings concerns over the safety of 
pedestrians and inconsiderate parking.  Cllrs have met with school management, county 
highway officials, and police to consider has to improve the situation.  
Over the last two years, we have made donations to village organisations.  The village sing is 
being refurbished and will hopefully be re-fitted soon. The Council is also looking to have 
the memorial cleaned before the next Remembrance Day in November. We have been able 
to keep the precept at its previous level. 
 
Parish Councillors Mary Anderson and Liz Christie have resigned from the council.  I’d like to 
thank them for their contribution and time and wish them well for the future.  There is still 
one vacancy for a Councillor.  
 
Thanks, from the parish council, also goes to Councillor Lawrence for setting up a group of 
volunteers to help vulnerable parishioners as a result of coronavirus.  
 
More details of the parish council business can be found on the website as well as details 
about the current vacancy for a Councillor.  
 
 



SUMMARY OF ALL SAINTS LITCHAM PCC PROCEEDINGS FOR THE 
YEAR 2021

Following the various interruptions due to the pandemic in the previous year, PCC meetings 
resumed their usual pattern, there being four meetings following the Annual Parish Meeting on May 
12th, 2021.  

This was a landmark year for the clergy, as our acting Rector was subsequently inducted into the 
permanent post later in the year. As the other two members of the permanent team had retired, the 
need to cover sixteen parishes was and remains a highly challenging task for the Revd. Fife.

Inevitably, the Parish Share of £8,750 for 2021 occupied substantial debate. Regular payments to 
the diocese, which had been suspended due to the uncertainty of income during church closure, 
were reinstated and the PCC resolved to pay the year's quota in full, despite the resultant reduction 
in working balance. Although affordable in the year 2021, it will be an increasing challenge to 
repeat this in future years. It was agreed that there should be a drive to persuade more contributors 
to pay by Standing Order. 

With regard to the maintenance of the church fabric, it was noted that all roofs had been extensively  
restored in the last few years with the exception of the North Aisle. This was covered with plain 
roofing felt some fifty years ago and it was agreed that this should be the next major project. 
Other repairs required  included the various buttresses around the building. This has not yet 
commenced due to the illness of the local contractor. 

We were pleased to continue and strengthen our connections with the Litcham Schools during the 
year in liaison with the Diocesan youth team. 

We debated how to mark the Queen's Platinum Jubilee and it was agreed that a new set of suitably 
inscribed altar frontals should be made for the Guild Chapel. (In the South Aisle). Generous offers 
of financial and practical help were received and work is progressing well. 

We continued to receive generous help from The Friends of All Saints, enhanced by contributions in 
memory of the late lamented Revd. Jonathan Boston. A worthy project was discussed and it was 
decided that the two table tombs outside the church door, all but disintegrated, should be restored. 
These are tombs of the Halcott family, great benefactors to the Church and village. Responsible for 
building the church tower, donating the fine communion plate and founding village almshouses and 
charity. We were most grateful that the Parish Council has offered further financial help for this, in 
view of the significance of this family to Litcham. Bricks to match the original are being hand made 
at present and we look forward to work commencing. 

Remembrance ceremonies were duly held in November. Christmas was somewhat muted due to the 
resurgence of the Covid virus and we much regretted having to cancel the Family Carol Service. We 
sincerely hope that 2022 will be a year of stability and cautious regrowth.

Richard Vogt, Churchwarden
April 2022


